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if that can be done* Let threats be to some extent
relaxed, so that men may not be hardened and
driven away, but may be kept in hope until by
wholesome counsel they be brought back to peace.
Hold on to what has been won from them, lest if
they are allowed to gain a little, the larger part be
lost. Keep safe your own sheep-fold, that the
ravening wolf devour not it. Let such labour be
spent on outside affairs that no loss be suffered in
your own affairs. Some time ago I spoke to your
piety about the exaction of tithes: that it is de-
cidedly better to abstain from the exaction, even
for a considerable time, until the faith has got its
roots fixed in the hearts, if indeed that Saxon land
be held worthy of the choice of God. Those who
have gone away were the best Christians, as is
well known; and those who remained have con-
tinued in the dregs of wickedness. For by reason
of the sins of the people, Babylon has become the
habitation of devils, as it is said in the prophets.

" None of these things can have been overlooked
by thy wisdom; for we know how well learned
thou art in the sacred scriptures and in secular
histories. From all of these full knowledge has
been given to thee by God, that by thee the holy
Church of God among a Christian people may be
ruled, exalted, and preserved. What reward may
be given by God to thy best devotion, who is able
to say ? For eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for them that
love him/*7

Alcuin ends his letter with a pair of hexameters
and some elegiacs, both because Karl was interested